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1. [bookmark: _Toc505343967][bookmark: _Toc505345226][bookmark: _Toc505345263][bookmark: _Toc505782507][bookmark: _Toc505863725][bookmark: _Toc182209804]What is the “Deliver Energy Efficiency Microlearning for the Construction Industry” program?
[bookmark: _Toc505343968][bookmark: _Toc505345227][bookmark: _Toc505345264][bookmark: _Toc505782508][bookmark: _Toc505863726]
Solar Victoria is responsible for the delivery of the Solar Homes Program, which is a 10-year $1.3 billion investment to support Victorians to take control of their energy bills, tackle climate change and build a cleaner renewable future. Over the 10 years of the program, the Solar Homes Program will enable the installation of solar panels, batteries, and energy-efficient hot water systems to 778,500 homes across Victoria. This construction industry training grant program will build upon Solar Victoria’s significant $11m workforce development and training package. This training grant program forms part of an additional dedicated $1m suite of training initiatives available to the construction industry to transition to the design and construction of energy efficient homes.
The Victorian Government is funding these grants to assist in reducing carbon emissions and household energy costs while creating healthier and more comfortable living spaces for Victorians. It will achieve the following outcomes: 
· Support the construction industry to comply with new regulations such as:
· All-electric connections for new homes (effective from January 2024), and 
· National Construction Code 2022, especially 7-star and whole-of-home requirements (effective from May 2024).
· Increase the skills and knowledge of the construction industry to transition to the design and construction of increasingly energy efficient homes.
· Build industry capacity to design and construct increasingly energy efficient homes.
· Raise industry awareness of design and construction environmental sustainability trends, including the transition towards net zero homes, home electrification and on-site energy generation.
The “Deliver Energy Efficiency Microlearning for the Construction Industry” program will provide grants to eligible organisations to deliver microlearning to the construction industry. A suite of microlearning training material resources were recently developed with support from industry.  
These resources cover a range of topics relevant to the design and construction of energy efficient homes. A summary of the content can be found in Appendix 1.
The training resources comprise the following:
· 4 x 1-hour facilitator briefing packs (for online/ in-person facilitated delivery), including:
· PowerPoint presentations
· Speaking notes
· Session agenda
· Knowledge test questions
· List of additional resources (for further reading).
· 4 x 1-hour self-paced SCORM (Sharable Content Object Reference Model) packages for hosting on e-Learning software/learning management system, including:
· Embedded videos
· Knowledge test questions
· List of additional resources (for further reading).
A series of microlearning videos have been developed which are available to participants to support their learning experience.
Access to developed resources for grant applicants is available for review upon request. (Access can be provided by contacting industrytraining@team.solar.vic.gov.au).
1. [bookmark: _Toc182209805]Who can apply?
The following organisations can apply for funding:
· Private sector businesses
· Training organisations
· Trade unions
· Industry associations.
In addition, to be eligible for funding applicants must:
· Be an incorporated body, cooperative or association (including business associations) with an A.B.N.
· Be financially solvent (and be prepared to demonstrate financial solvency).
· Have capacity to deliver facilitated training (online and/ or in-person) to Victorian participants using provided facilitator briefing packs.
· Have capacity to host and administer online training materials using provided SCORM packages.
· Have experience in delivering training to the construction industry.
· Have capacity to administer training, including scheduling training sessions, managing enrolments, student course queries, issuance of non-accredited certificates, ensuring students are eligible in accordance with grant conditions, reporting, etc.
· Have experience and capacity to promote and advertise training to the construction industry and generate a pipeline of students. 
1. [bookmark: _Toc505343969][bookmark: _Toc505345228][bookmark: _Toc505345265][bookmark: _Toc505782509][bookmark: _Toc505863727][bookmark: _Toc182209806]Who cannot apply?
The following organisations and individuals cannot apply for funding:
· [bookmark: _Toc505345229][bookmark: _Toc505345266][bookmark: _Toc505782510][bookmark: _Toc505863728]Individuals
· Government agencies. 
1. [bookmark: _Toc182209807]What might be funded?
[bookmark: _Toc505345230][bookmark: _Toc505345267]The successful grant recipient will do the following: 
· Deliver online and/or in-person facilitated training sessions using developed facilitator briefing packs
· Host and administer e-learning using developed SCORM packages.
· Undertake course surveys for each completed participant.
· Conduct program evaluation (including learner outcomes, satisfaction with materials, etc) at the conclusion of the project.
The delivery of these training materials will support the residential construction industry transition to the design and construction of increasingly energy efficient homes. 
Construction industry participants include builders, tradespersons, and allied workers (e.g., home energy assessors, designers, quantity surveyors, inspectors, etc). The following types of activities are eligible for funding:
· Project resourcing and any salary costs associated with dedicated resources required to deliver training.
· Marketing and promotion to source eligible participants.
· Costs associated with partnership/ auspice arrangements required to deliver facilitated training/ host training materials for e-learning. Costs may include venue hire, facilitator, administration, catering, etc. (These arrangements must be pre-approved by Solar Victoria).
Two activity streams are to be delivered under this program:
· Stream 1 – Delivery of facilitated training sessions (online and/ or in-person) using developed facilitator briefing packs. All four briefing packs must be delivered (but do not necessarily need to be delivered in a single session or to the same participants). Grant applicants must specify if facilitated delivery will be online and/or in-person. If in-person, the applicant must specify approximate delivery locations (eg. metro, regional, etc).
· Stream 2 – Hosting and administration of e-learning materials using developed SCORM packages. All four SCORM packages must be hosted and administered.
1. [bookmark: _Toc505345231][bookmark: _Toc505345268][bookmark: _Toc505782511][bookmark: _Toc505863729][bookmark: _Toc182209808]What will not be funded?
The program will not fund the following activities:
· the purchase of land 
· routine or ongoing maintenance activities
· activities that have already started
· where duplicate services are in operation or planned for in a targeted community
· recurrent operating costs, for example rent and utility costs, and/or activities establishing expectations of ongoing funding
· activities located outside the State of Victoria.
1. [bookmark: _Toc505782512][bookmark: _Toc505863730][bookmark: _Toc182209809]What are the funding details?
The total funding available is $200,000 (including GST)/ $181,818.18 (excluding GST) to support delivery of the training for the period February to May 2025. Funding for delivery will be paid based on participant completion.
1. [bookmark: _Toc505782513][bookmark: _Toc505863731][bookmark: _Toc182209810]What are the assessment criteria?
Applications will be checked for eligibility to ensure that the applicant and their proposed activity are eligible for funding.
Eligible applications will then be assessed using the criteria listed below. Each criterion is given a percentage weighting to indicate its relative importance in the assessment process. Applications should address all criteria and detail how they will meet the requirement.
Criteria 1 – Training Promotion and Marketing (20%)
Applicants must demonstrate capacity to:
· promote the training to eligible participants.
· attract participants for training and development of a pipeline of participants to ensure meet delivery targets.
Criteria 2 – Training Administration (20%)
· Capacity to manage the participant experience, including scheduling training sessions, managing enrolments, student course queries, issuance of non-accredited certificates, ensuring students are eligible in accordance with grant conditions and capacity to meet relevant reporting requirements.
Criteria 3 – Training Delivery Capacity (20%)
· Have the relevant facilities and functionality to:
· Deliver online and/or in-person facilitated training sessions using developed facilitator briefing packs.
· Host and administer e-learning using developed SCORM packages.
· Capacity to deliver training to ensure delivery targets are met.
· Have competent and experienced trainers (relevant to residential energy efficiency design and construction) to deliver facilitated training sessions.
Criteria 4 – Past and Current Experience (20%)
· Demonstrated experience in successfully:
· Delivering facilitated online/ in-person training to; and,
· Administering and hosting e-learning SCORM packages
 for the residential construction industry.
· Demonstrated extensive experience engaging with the residential construction industry.
Criteria 5 – Value for Money (20%)
· Capacity to deliver training to the highest standard to greatest number of participants at the lowest cost.
1. [bookmark: _Toc505782514][bookmark: _Toc505863732][bookmark: _Toc182209811]What supporting documents will need to be provided?
Please submit the following documents with your application:
· Marketing and promotional strategy to attract participants.
· Delivery plan including proposed locations, delivery modes (eg. in-person facilitated delivery, online facilitated delivery), dates and any partnership arrangements.
· Evidence of capacity to administer and deliver facilitated training, including facilities, e-learning software (to host SCORM packages) and appropriate facilitators.
· Description of previous and current experience delivering similar training to the residential construction industry.
· Detailed budget breakdown, including participant completion targets for each delivery stream and Topic Group (refer to appendix 1 for list of Topic Groups).
1. [bookmark: _Toc505782515][bookmark: _Toc505863733][bookmark: _Toc182209812]What are the funding conditions?
Funding agreements
Successful applicants must enter into a funding agreement with Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action (DEECA). The Victorian Common Funding Agreement is used for funding agreements with not for profit organisations and Local Government Authorities. 

There will be a need to capture training delivery to support payment of funding:
· Funding will be paid monthly upon Solar Victoria’s receipt and acceptance of a report that details participant completions in the previous month.
It is recommended that applicants review the terms and conditions before applying. Information about the Victorian Common Funding Agreement is available on https://www.vic.gov.au/victorian-common-funding-agreement 
The activity does not include using the Funding for political campaigning or advocacy activities for political parties.
Legislative and regulatory requirements
In delivering the activity grant recipients are required to comply with all relevant Commonwealth and state/territory legislations and regulations, including but not limited to:
· The Privacy Act 1988 (Commonwealth) 
· The Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Vic)
· Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004  
Tax implications
Applicants should consult the Australian Taxation Office or seek professional advice on any taxation implications that may arise from this grant funding.
Acknowledging the Victorian Government’s support
Successful applicants are expected to acknowledge the Victorian Government’s support and promotional guidelines (https://www.deeca.vic.gov.au/grants) will form part of the funding agreement. Successful applicants must liaise with the departmental program area to coordinate any public events or announcements related to the project.

Payments
Payments will be made as long as:
· the funding agreement has been signed by both parties;
· grant recipients provide reports as required, or otherwise demonstrate that the activity is progressing as expected;
· other terms and conditions of funding continue to be met.

Monitoring
Grant recipients are required to comply with project monitoring and reporting requirements as outlined in the funding agreement. This may include progress reports, site inspections, completion reports and acquittal documentation.

Privacy
Any personal information about you or a third party in your application will be collected by the department for the purposes of administering your grant application and informing Members of Parliament of successful applications. Personal information may also be disclosed to external experts, such as members of assessment panels, or other Government Departments for assessment, reporting, advice, comment or for discussions regarding alternative or collaborative grant funding opportunities. If you intend to include personal information about third parties in your application, please ensure that they are aware of the contents of this privacy statement. 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 and other applicable laws.  
DEECA is committed to protecting the privacy of personal information. You can find the DEECA Privacy Policy online at www.deeca.vic.gov.au/privacy.
Requests for access to information about you held by DEECA should be sent to the Manager Privacy, P.O. Box 500 East Melbourne 8002 or contact by emailing Foi.unit@deeca.vic.gov.au.

1. [bookmark: _Toc505782516][bookmark: _Toc505863734][bookmark: _Toc182209813]What is the application process?
Applications are submitted online using the Grants Online portal.
To apply, go to the grant program web page https://www.solar.vic.gov.au/efficient-home-design-construction-training and click on the ‘Start New Application’ button. To return to a saved draft application, click on the ‘Access Saved Application’ button. 
Attaching required documents:
Supporting documents must be in an acceptable file type, such as Word, Excel, PDF, or JPEG. The maximum file size for each file is 10MB.
You will receive an application number when you submit an application online. Please quote this number in all communications with the department relating to your application. 
If you have documents to submit that cannot be attached to your online application you can email them to grantsinfo@deeca.vic.gov.au quoting your application number. Attach all documents to one email, zipping the files if required.
Make sure your application is submitted by 4pm on Friday 10 January 2025.
Note: No hard copy applications will be accepted. Late and incomplete applications will not be considered.

1. [bookmark: _Toc505782517][bookmark: _Toc505863735][bookmark: _Toc182209814]Additional information
Additional information is available at the program web page www….
	If you require assistance submitting your application online, email grantsinfo@delwp.vic.gov.au.


1. [bookmark: _Toc505782518][bookmark: _Toc505863736][bookmark: _Toc182209815]What is the notification process?
Successful and unsuccessful applicants will be notified in writing after the assessment process is completed. All decisions are final and are not subject to further review. Unsuccessful applicants can ask for feedback on their application.
1. [bookmark: _Toc505782519][bookmark: _Toc505863737][bookmark: _Toc182209816]Key dates
	[bookmark: ReturnHere]Applications open
	20 November 2024

	Applications close: 
	10 January 2025

	Applicants notified
	24 January 2025

	Activities commence
	February 2025

	Activities completed and acquittal reports submitted
	May 2025


1. [bookmark: _Toc505782520][bookmark: _Toc505863738][bookmark: _Toc182209817]Checklist
Read these guidelines and the information about this grant program at https://www.solar.vic.gov.au/efficient-home-design-construction-training before applying and complete the following checklist.
Have you:
* read these guidelines carefully?
* checked if you are, or your organisation is, eligible for this grant funding?
* checked if your activity is eligible for this grant funding?
* checked that you would be able to comply with all relevant laws and regulations in delivery of your activity? 
* prepared the appropriate supporting documents?




[bookmark: _Toc182209818]Appendix 1
The table below sets out the content covered in the training materials. Each Topic Group contains four topics with each topic containing three learning outcomes. Each Topic Group has a separate Briefing Packs and SCORM package.

	Topic Group
	Topics
	Learning Outcomes

	From Code to Comfort
Building Sustainable, Regulatory-Approved Homes 
	Pathways to Net Zero and Benefits of Low Carbon Homes
	· Explain what a Net Zero Home is and the path to Net Zero Outcomes to help promote sustainable residential construction.
· Describe the benefits of Net Zero Homes, including cost savings, comfort improvements, and emissions reductions, to help emphasise the opportunity these homes represent in the market.
· Describe the current average energy use and carbon intensity of homes to emphasise the need to improve these outcomes for environmental sustainability and reduced energy consumption.​

	
	Net Zero, National Construction Code and the Policy Landscape
	· Summarise the trajectory for Low Energy Buildings and the future directions of the National Construction Code regarding home energy efficiency to enhance residential construction.
· Describe the critical energy efficiency updates in the National Construction Code 2022 and their impact on home construction to guide compliance and innovation in building practices.
· Explain the Victorian Gas Substitution Roadmap, the logic of grid decarbonisation, and the benefits of the all-electric homes to support sustainable development initiatives.

	
	Introducing Passive Solar Design
	· Describe the five fundamental principles of passive solar design and their contributions to energy efficiency, building comfort, and cost-effective compliance, to enhance the design and construction of sustainable buildings.
· Describe the principles of orientation and layout to maximise winter solar gain and the role of thermal mass in stabilising internal temperatures, aiming to reduce reliance on mechanical space conditioning.
· Explain how NatHERS software assessments can support passive solar design and ensure compliance with the 7-star requirement of the National Construction Code

	
	Window Technology
	· Describe the principles of window sizing, placement, and summer shading to maximise winter solar gain and minimise summer overheating, aiming to achieve higher star ratings and energy-efficient outcomes in building designs.
· Explain the importance of window specifications in minimising unwanted heat loss or gain, including the concepts of U-value and solar heat gain coefficients, to enhance the selection of higher-performing windows using industry-endorsed sources of information.
· Describe additional window management options (such as drapes, louvres, blinds, pelmets) to enhance thermal performance of window selection and design.

	High Performing Building Envelopes
	Creating a High Performing Envelope
(Doors, air leakage & caulks)  
	· Explain the importance of water, air, heat, and vapour control layers when creating an energy-efficient building enclosure.
· Summarise the strategies for building effective control layers to establish energy-efficient building enclosure.
· Explain how to integrate materials and components to achieve an energy-efficient building enclosure.

	
	Insulation, Building Wraps & Tapes
	· Describe the different types of insulation materials and the importance of correct installation to improve the thermal performance of the building enclosure.
· Describe the purpose and selection criteria of building wraps for different climates emphasizing how to enhance the energy efficiency of building enclosures.
· Summarise the functions of different wrap classes in promoting air tightness, moisture control, and thermal comfort resulting in the correct selection and implementation during a construction project.

	
	Thermal Bridging & Thermal Breaks
	· Explain the concept of thermal bridging and its impact on building energy efficiency to encourage industry members to mitigate thermal bridges in construction projects.
· Describe the impact of thermal breaks on the thermal performance of building envelopes and their role in reducing energy loss in residential and commercial buildings.
· Explain the impact of thermal bridging on the health of the building to encourage industry members to mitigate condensation and mould formation in construction projects.

	
	Quality Control & Testing Performance
(Blower door, Infra-red, & IAQ)
	· Summarise the basic strategies of quality control leading to the creation of an effective energy efficient building enclosure.
· Describe the range of inspections and diagnostic testing used to uncover construction defects to help highlight the main failure modes with these methods.
· Describe a range of tests, including infrared imaging, spray tests for water resistance and blower door tests for air tightness, to effectively establish and maintain building enclosure integrity.

	The Air We Breathe
	Vapour, Condensation and Mould
	· Describe the main sources of moisture during building construction and operation to effectively prioritise quality control measures.
· Describe sources of moisture during building occupation and related mitigation strategies to ensure a durable enclosure and healthy environment. 
· Explain the concept of “build tight and ventilate right” to enhance control over air and moisture movement in buildings.

	
	Indoor Air Quality
	· Describe the methods and tools (specified in relevant industry-endorsed manuals) used to monitor and analyse indoor air quality in energy-efficient houses.
· Explain strategies for optimising indoor air quality, using active ventilation, in energy-efficient homes to enhance both air quality and energy efficiency.
· Describe the factors contributing to poor indoor air quality in Australian building to guide industry practices in mitigating these risks.

	
	Ventilation and Ventilation Systems
	· Describe the different modes of ventilation to handle pollutants that gather intermittently or continuously.
· Describe different types of ventilation and their functions in various building types to optimise air quality and energy efficiency.
· Explain the benefits of different forms of ventilation and how they influence the choice of system for various building types and climates to enhance building efficiency and occupant comfort.

	
	Achieving Air and Thermal Management
	· Explain best practice approaches to air management to enhance passive ventilation effectiveness and promote good indoor air quality in energy-efficient homes.
· Describe best practice approaches for thermal management to optimise comfort and minimise energy consumption in energy-efficient housing.
· Explain the benefits of simplicity when designing and building homes to help facilitate thermal separation and enhance overall energy efficiency.

	Wired for the Future
Electrifying Modern Construction
	Whole of Home – NCC Energy Consumption Performance
	· Explain the 'whole-of-home' energy efficiency approach from the NCC 2022 to effectively achieve Net Zero Outcomes in residential homes and meet regulatory requirements.​
· Explain how to choose and specify systems and appliances using appropriate reference sources to enhance the energy efficiency of residential buildings.​
· Describe the information needed on building plans to help streamline the building rating process and ensure compliance.​

	
	Electrification
	· Describe the key concepts and benefits of home electrification to improve air quality, increase comfort, increase cost savings and promote emissions reduction (compared to dual fuel homes).​
· Describe the key concepts of heat pump technology and their application in key household appliances to reduce energy consumption and unlock other benefits.​
· Explain the key role solar PV systems play in all-electric homes to maximise emissions reduction and household savings.​

	
	Energy Efficient Appliance Selection 
	· Explain how determining appliance energy efficiency performance ensures compliance with relevant requirements (while maximising the benefits) in new residential buildings.​
· Explain the key factors involved in selecting essential appliances in new residential buildings (such as hot water heat pumps) to maximise energy efficiency and consider other requirements.​
· Summarise the advantages of incorporating smart technologies (including connected devices and timers) and monitoring into home energy systems to enhance overall energy efficiency and control.​

	
	Photovoltaics, Batteries & EV Charging
	· Explain the key design and installation considerations for solar systems on new residential buildings to optimise energy generation and maximise household energy efficiency.​
· Describe the key design and installation considerations for battery systems within new residential buildings to facilitate self-consumption and promote other benefits.​
· Describe the key design and installation considerations for electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) as part of new residential buildings to promote electric vehicle charging functionality.​
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